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We warmly welcome you to this sports and cultural center - which was established to
embody the ideas of His Highness Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, may God have
mercy on him - and this center, the Ghantoot Racing and Polo Club, is nothing but
one of His Highness's gifts that extended to the far corners of the country.

Since | received the honor of being appointed as the president of the club, | have
been determined in public to infroduce the United Arab Emirates to the whole world
through this sport, polo.

In this regard, we take the opportunity to express our sincere thanks and gratitude to
the owners of the white hands who contributed to bringing the club to what it is
today, a center full of vitality and activity.

We also appreciate all the efforts that have been mobilized to make the club a
success, and we also thank the sponsors for their generosity and their continuous
support for us.

The great success that we have achieved will give us a sure incentive to look
towards a brighter future in the field of polo in particular and equestrianism in
general.
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Where the Kings play
"The Sport of Kings"

GHANTOOT
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INTRODUCTION

Ghantoot Racing and Polo Club was founded in 1994 by the late Sheikh
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, as the only royal polo club in the United Arab
Emirates.

Spread over an area of 300 hectares and various polo fields with perfectly
manicured grasslands, it offers an oasis of calm and tranquility amidst the
hustle and bustle of desert life. The UAE's only Royal Club features
world-class polo and equestrian facilities and is known as one of the most
popular clubs of its kind in the world.

The club, apart from being a natural masterpiece, hosts one of the
international polo teams, the Ghantoot Polo Team, which has had the
honor of representing the United Arab Emirates in many international polo
forums, and has refurned crowned with the gold of the Karate Polo
Championship in its fifteenth session. Which was established in Moritz,
Switzerland in 1999, assuring everyone that the sport of polo in the UAE is
on the right tfrack, and the club has been honored over the years by
hosting the visits of the ruling family and state visitors from kings and many
famous personalities.
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The UAEs only Royal club boasts world-class polo and equestrian facilities
and is recognised as one of the most prestigious clubs of its kind in the world.

Ghantoot Racing & Polo Club sprung up around the vision of the late Presi-
dent, His Highness Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan and is today run under
the patronage of his son, His Highness Sheikh Falah Bin Zayed Al Nayhan.

Conveniently located just 40 minutes from Abu Dhabi city centre and 15 min-
utes from Dubai Marina, Ghantoot Racing & Polo Club often throws open its
gates, inviting members of the public to enjoy polo tournaments, sporting
events, music concerts and other festive activities hosted at the club.




THE BASIC RULES OF POLO

Usually, a polo match is divided into 4 to 6 periods called chukkers (or chukkas). Each
of these is /.5 minutes long and at /7 minutes you will hear a warning bell before the
final bell rings once more at the end of each chukker. However, if a team scores after
the / minutes warning bell or if the ball touches the sideboards of the polo field, the
chukker ends immediately. Since a chukker is rather tiring for the horses, the players
have 4 minutes between the chukkers to switch horses. On a very hot day, some
players may even change their horses during active play, often seen jumping straight
from saddle to saddle without dismounting. If there is an equal amount of goals at
the end of the chukkers, there is an overtime (for as many extra chukkers as it takes)
In which it becomes a sudden death game.

THE POLO PLAYERS & HANDICAPS

Fach outdoor polo team consists of four players numbered 1, 2, 3, 4. Conversely,
arena polo is only played with 3 players per team but in this article we have focused
on outdoor polo exclusively.

No 1 is generally the offensive player while No 4 plays defense. Players No 2 and 3
are often the most experienced players. No 3 is usually the field captain who dele-
gates the ball, and No 2 is supposed push the play in the offense as well as the
defense. None of them act as a permanent goal keeper. With only 4 players per
team, each player should cover numerical opponent on the polo field. More so than
INn many other sports, many players only reach their peak after years of competitive

play.

POLO HANDICAPS

Sir Winston Churchill once stated: "A polo handicap is your passport to the world
Considering that polo is played all around the globe and it is not uncommon for top
players to travel with their horses to different countries, he was certainly right.

"

The polo handicap was invented by Henry Lloyd Herbert, the first president of the US
Polo Association, in 1890. The idea behind this rating system was to match teams
more evenly when pairing players of varying skill levels. A player's handicap is deter-
mined by a number of factors like sportsmanship, team play, scoring, and knowledge
of polo, strategy and horsemanship.

Players are rated from minus 2, representing the most novice player, to 10, represent-
iINg the best player. While about two thirds of all ranked players worldwide have a
handicap of 2 or below, only about a dozen players are ranked with a handicap of
ten. A handicap of 5 is usually only achieved by professional players. Moreover, the
ranking in Argentina — the nation that has repeatedly produced many of the world's
best polo players — can be slightly different than rankings in the US, for example In
any case, each team'’s handicap is the sum of the individuals” handicaps; a team com-
posed of 4 players with a handicap of 2 each would have a team handicap of 8, also
referred to as an 8-goal team. In a handicap tournament, points are given to the

lower rated team before the game even starts based on the difference of handicaps
between the two teams. Let's say, the team with the 8-goal team plays a team with a
10-goal team, then the 8-goal team will get a 2 point head start.

However, open tournaments where teams play ‘on the flat,” indicating that the hand-
icap of the teams do not matter with regard to scoring, each game starts at 0-0.
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EVENT BRIEF

Organized by the Ghantoot Racing & Polo
Club, under the patronage of His Highness
Sheikh Falah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, in cooper-
ation with the Abu Dhabi Health Authority and
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~ WINNERS

PLAYERS GOALS

H H SHEIKHA MAITHA 2
............. ABDULILAH BIN DESMAL 2

FARIS AL YABHOUNI 0

MAXI MALACALZA 3
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EVENT BRIEF

Under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh
Falah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, organize the
exhibition polo match to celebrate the
National Day of the UAE, which is an
Important national occasion to express pride
in our country, and to celebrate the march of
achievements, excellence and leadership
established by the United Arab Emirates in
various fields - regionally and internationally.
The event is open for public, with traditional
and entertainment activities for families and
kids.
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EVENT BRIEF

Organized by Ghantoot Racing and Polo Club, under
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the patronage of His Highness Sheikh Falah bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, with (10-12) goal handicap for all teams in
the United Arab Emirates and abroad, The Emirates
Polo Championship International is one of the most
prestigious tournaments in the United Arab Emirates.
The tournament brings together both professional and
amateur players. The tournament lasts for two weeks
and all the matches will be broadcasted live on the
club’s website.

And the grand final day will be held with many tradi-

tional activities, reflecting the past and civilization of

RATES PC

]

the Emirates through the Ghantoot Heritage Village,

The event is open for public free of charge

EM
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PRESS CONFERENCE

Ghantoot Racing and Polo Club will hold a special press
conference before announcing the launch of the
championship and invite the local and international
accredited media, in addition to the supporting partners
and sponsors to give their speeches and conduct media
interviews with many representatives of local and
iInternational media in addition to representatives of the live
broadcast from Polo Line Company (Polo Line) and Abu
Dhabi Media, who have the rights to display events and
tournaments.
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EVENT BRIEF

The tournament will be held under the patron-
age of His Highness Sheikh Falah Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Chairman of Ghantoot Racing and
Polo Club, in memory of His Highness Sheikh
Sultan Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, who served as the
President’s Representative and died in 2019.
Sheikh Sultan had a great love for his nation and
worked relentlessly towards preserving its rich
heritage, he had a special passion for heritage
and loved falconry.

Keeping Sheikh Sultan’s memory alive, the
Ghantoot Racing and Polo Club management
named Field number 1 at the club as “Sultan Bin
Zayed field" during its first tournament.

The tournament will long for two weeks, and

~ the grand finale will be'held with many enter+

~ tainment activities that reflects the heritage of
the UAE, with the participation of the Emirates
Heritage Club, the event is open to the public
free of charge.

. WWW.grpc.ae,.
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PRESS CONFERENCE

Ghantoot Racing and Polo Club will hold a special press
conference before announcing the launch of the
championship and invite the local and international
accredited media, in addition to the supporting partners
and sponsors to give their speeches and conduct media
interviews with many representatives of local and
international media in addition to representatives of the live
broadcast from Polo Line Company (Polo Line) and Abu
Dhabi Media, who have the rights to display events and
tournaments.
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* WINNERS

GHANTOOT
POLO TEA&

ERS GOALS
DUSOF BIN DESMAL 1
ALI AL MARRI )
NASSER AL SHAMSI 0
%AR LOMBRES 5
TOTAL 6
-
-
~ BIN DRAI L.
.~ POLO TEAM
PLAYERS GOALS
MOHAMMAD BIN DRAI 2
KHALID BIN DRAI )
RISTOBAL S DUGGAN 4
- RASHID BIN DRAI 1
O
TOTAL 7
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EVENT BRIEF

Al Amal Polo Day under the patronage of His Highness

Sheikh Falah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, is an annual initiative
of the Club that attempts to raise awareness and build
support for children of determination, and to support
the care and rehabilitation centers in the UAE, such

events help in the expansion of the country’s

commitment towards social inclusion and

e
= a0

empowerment of people of determination.

It carried a powerful message of hope and allowed us

P

to express our love and care for children with special

"

B
1 |
L oakl
ey
% :.-.".:-1'-'
ES

needs. “Every child deserves a smile and only love can
give them the strength to overcome the challenges
they face.”

The event is open for public (free of charge) with enter-

-
-

tainment activities for families and kids.
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- www.grpc.ae
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GHANTOOT A "'
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g Lol
WINNERS

ERS GOALS

QUABISI 3
R OUSOF BIN DESMAL 0
PABLO LLORENTE 3
/mcoiRAvA 0
TOTAL 6
-
-@%IA ITOOT B Y
. POLO TEAM

: _ : PLAYERS GOALS
g BYES R L <A e, FARIS AL YABHOUNI 2
LI AL MARRI 2
. . jANTIAGO CERNADAS 2
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TOTAL .
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EVENT BRIEF

The Ghantoot Racing and Polo Club is orga-
nizing the HH President of UAE Polo Cup
under the generous patronage of His High-
ness Sheikh Falah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Chair-
man of Ghantoot Racing and Polo Club, we
are pleased to offer a unique opportunity to
learn about the greater technical skills of polo
In the United Arab Emirates, It is considered
one of the most prestigious and oldest tourna-
ments in the United Arab Emirates, and one of
the largest polo tournaments in the Middle
East with a rating of (18) handicap and with the
participation of the stars of international pro-
fessional polo players.

The tournament lasts for two weeks with ex-
Citing polo matches, all the matches will be
broadcasted live on the club's website, and
the public enjoys the art of polo, family enter-
tainment activities, aerobatic show, parachute
show, and many other activities on the grand
final day. The event is open to the public for
free.

www.presidentpolocup.ae
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PRESS CONFERENCE

Ghantoot Racing and Polo Club will hold a special press
conference before announcing the launch of the
championship and invite the local and international
accredited media, in addition to the supporting partners
and sponsors to give their speeches and conduct media
interviews with many representatives of local and
international media in addition to representatives of the live
broadcast from Polo Line Company (Polo Line) and Abu
Dhabi Media, who have the rights to display events and
tournaments.
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B PO O TEAMS

PLAYERS

FARIS AL YABHOUNI

SEGUNDO AMADORI
SANTIAGO CERNADAS

JERONIMO l’),:'L CARRIL

PLAYERS

MOHAMMED AL HABTOOR

MATIS GONZALES
BAUTISTA BAYUGAR

JUAN JAURETCHE

UAE
POLO TEAM

Jua—c’J 9—0~w\//%
OF .

PLAYERS

H H SHEIKHA MAITHA

LUQIN MONTEVERDE
TOMMY BERES/-'ORD

JACINTO CROTTO

PLAYERS

HABTOOT AL HABTOOR

CHARLES COONEY
CARLOS ULLOA
ALFREDO CAPPELILA

TRIE]

_

-—

BIN DRAI
POLONEAM

PLAYERS

YOUSOF BIN DESMATL

KIAN HALL
PABLO LLORENTE

MARCOS ARAYA

K

PLAYERS

MOHAMMAD BIN DRAI

PABLO URQUIZA
TOMAS PANELO

RAUL LAPLACETTE
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. FINAL TEAMS

g9 Lol
WINNERS

ERS GOALS

IKHA MAITHA 0

UQIN MONTEVERDE
)&-‘RESFORD

ROTTO 1
TOTAL 06

N W

1 DRAI| POL = CO
rfj-l-’-")‘

e . | PLAYERS GOALS
_. A | | ‘ 5 MOHAMMAD BIN DRAI 3
/R e . PABLO URQUIZA 3
. ‘ | 'I)MAS PANELO 4

. ’ e
- B“w DRA| POLO TEAM - il ’
TOTAL 11
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GHANTOOT

RACING CLUB RESTAURANT

* *

,“1¢|11i

Juslt D lead ciguic gobi palas

November 2022
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa
1 2 3 4 BB
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 PIS
27 28 29 30
February 2023
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa
1 2 3 4
Seog; SEzNG.. 10 il
12 13 j14uSENEREIEN 17
19 20[ 2INNPPERDR © 24 25
26 27 28

December 2022

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

March 2023

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

WWW.GRPC.AE

GHANTOOT RACING & POLO CLUB

POLO GALENDA

2022
2023

January 2023

Su

Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

N
w
N
w1

6

7
9 10 11 12 13 14
16 17 18 19 20 21

23 24 25 26 27 28
30 31

PINK POLO

UAE NATIONAL DAY POLO EXHIBITION MATCH

EMIRATES POLO CHAMPIONSHIP INTERNATIONAL
(HCP 10-12)

RED CRESCENT CHARITY POLO MATCH

SULTAN BIN ZAYED POLOCUP (HCP4-6)
AL AMAL POLO DAY

HH PRESIDENT OF UAE POLO CUP ( HCP 18)
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e SPONSORS

Abu Dhabi
Sports Council (: APEX o s / B uly a ol
oyl u-u.bg.'l wulo B o BEVERLY HiLLs @®&% PpPoLO cLUB

RECM  rova caniv
Ghantoot Equestrian Supplies Al Chsshd vt B i HOSPITAL
A A e e

gl)l.ngl ,.1').1 SHL!

r.}.lt j._!.f Emirates Heritage Club
ABU DHABI POLICE

I‘Ili Mi[ﬂ.

Aster

HOSPITAL

1pp;uu)UU}.Q_LI.LU U.I.I_.lj_" ulJl_'-'nq
|_|g.o u.l.ll.l AL RAIS TRAVEL AGENCIES LLc.

YAS MALL

GHANTOOT RACING &
POl® CLUB

SEASON 2021-2022
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Al Bayan
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THANK YOU

MEDIA & EVENTS
e-mail: media@grpc.ae
info@grpc.ae
contact: +971 (0)2 447 4444

J Y
@ghantootpolo 0 @ghantootpolo o @ghantootpolo @grpcuae ‘ @ghantootsnap @ @www.grpc.ae




